The highest monthly average is that of January, from which there is a gradual descent, accelerated in April, until the lowest pressure is reached in August, about the middle of the south monsoon, when it again commences to rise rapidly and uniformly. Thus, the maximum and minimum of atmospheric pressure correspond in time with the height of each monsoon, and not with the variable tempestuous seasons of the changes; the pressure being about medium when these changes occur. The range of pressure, or mobility of the column, is greatest in the cool season, when the mean pressure is highest.
And yet typhoons?phenomena attended by the extreme of barometric disturbance, occur in the annual period of ascent, and not while the barometric mean indicates the progressive decrease of atmospheric weight.
In typhoons the mercury falls to its lowest point, and yet the rapidity is great with which it rises to its mean height again after the storm has passed ; thus when a vortex swept over Macao on the first September 1848, in the central calm of the whirlwind; at 3 hours 40 minutes, p.m. the barometer was at 28.33 inches, from which it began to rise at 3 hours 45 minutes, and at 8 hours 30 minutes, it was at 29.30 inches, having risen just an inch in less than six hours. Extreme variations of pressure such as this must produce effects on the animal system both in health and in disease. The diurnal atmospheric wave is double?the major oscillation being at its highest from 9 to 10 a.m, and the minor from about 10 p.m. to The town of Victoria has had to triumph over the constant renewal of telluric miasmata evolved in excavating the mountain slope to meet the building wants of a rapidly growing population. These disturbances are comparatively unknown in the sister cities, which display the phases of decay, rather than of growth and reproduction. In the early days of the colony, most of the endemic and epidemic diseases were attributed to this cause alone.
The feldspar clay that forms the bed of the granite boulders was considered to be the everprolific originator of the fatal types of fever, which were then more frequent than they are now. At that time, the immediate wants of a rapidly growing population were met by scarping down the hill side until a terrace was formed to erect a hut on, and thus, the dwelling was backed by a wall of moist clay, and scarcely raised above the damp ground. In closing my remarks on "remittent fever" and "dysentery,"
I would presume to suggest that "zymosis" should be made a generic term ; animal poisons, and those of the vegetable world, of which "malaria" would become an important feature, forming separate classes. I am decidedly of opinion that, notwithstanding the difference of vegetable and animal elements, the better we become acquainted with the diseases now under consideration, the more evident it will be made to us that a "zymosis" is established in the blood by the atmospheric vegetable poison called malaria, which is generally acknowledged as the excitant of a specific form of fever, and which, I believe, localizes its excreta, the blood principles that have undergone its specific zymosis, in the crypts or walls of the large intestine, as typhus does with its excreta in the follicles of the small intestine.
There is another form of bowel flux that often proves fatal I have inspected such corpses, and found them without any organic anatomical lesion. The spleen may have been gorged with blood, and the gall-bladder may have contained pale bile in some, but then in others it has been distended with dark bile, that had tinged the mucous surface of the duodenum and ileum. In an interesting case of the disease recorded by Dr. Burn, in which fatal dysentery had supervened, " the cystic duct was impervious to fluid, and the gall bladder was distended with thin yellow bile."
The disease often termed " diarrhoeal dysentery" is mostly of this nature in the first stage. In it we shall find that the dysenteric symptoms have usually been preceded by alternations of diarrhoea and intermittent fever. By many this is associated with the scorbutic dysentery ; but, as far as I have seen, oedema of the legs is the only external sign common to it and scorbutus.
It is said to be very common among Europeans in India ; but, in China, it was much more rare among the European than among the Indian troops.
Dr. Alexander Yans Best, of the Indian army, who had charge of the sepoy general hospital at Stanley, Hong Kong, informed me that the mortality in that hospital caused by this disease was in the ratio of eighty per cent., increased to ninety per cent, in the cold season ; and that the Hindoo sepoys died of it almost entirely, while the Mahomedans were carried off by fever. He attributed this result, in great measure, to religious abstinence from animal food on the part of the Hindoos, a practice much less prevalent among the Mussulmans ; and, in a minor degree, to malingering abstinence, in order to get sent back to their native country, the nostalgic passion being strongly implanted in them. He has stated that death sometime? invades by serous effusion on the brain ; and that, in the older sepoys, chronic bronchitis, alternating with the diarrhoea, gives a better chance of recovery.
In the early stage of this disease cordial deobstruents with opium and mild alteratives, together with light nutritious animal diet and wine, are the remedies most to be depended on.
In the confirmed degree scarcely any treatment is of avail. Entozoa are of very frequent occurrence, especially among the crews of ships on river service. Only a single case is here nosologically classed as the cause of admission ; but they were found to exist very frequently in men labouring under other diseases, especially the climatic fevers and bowel disorders, and it very commonly happened in autopsies of such cases to find these creatures alive in the intestinal canal or in the peritoneal sac where perforation had occurred. The presence of entozoa is very probably a strong predisponent to dysentery by the irritation they maintain in the canal. The " lumbricus teres" is of very frequent occurrence, and the is more rare. I believe that, zoologically, they do not differ from the human entozoa of Europe.
The laws of generation of these lower animal forms are not understood, and the channels by which they are received are still unknown. The popular notion is that the ova are imbibed in marsh water, or in the water of rivers which receive much sewage.
It The rarity of the idiopathic inflammations of the brain and its membranes is equally remarkable.
The cases here classified " insolatio" have been scarcely different from ordinary continued fever with cerebral complication. In them I have seen instances of decline of the sensorial symptoms after the setting up of purulent discharge from the meatus auditorius, which may be regarded as indicative of the resolution of inflammatory action within the cranium.
In delirium tremens the per centage of deaths is 30 on the whole admissions, and 41.5 in the last quarter of the year. 
